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Regent William P. Baker Is Dead 


Dr William P. Baker, Regent of The Uni- 
versity of the State of New York, died on 
January 8th at his home in Syracuse. He had 
been in declining health for a long time but 
until recently had kept at his work as editor 
of the Post-Standard in spite of 
efforts by his friends to induce him to rest. 


Syracuse 


Regent Baker had been for 20 years editor 
of the Post-Standard and was generally recog- 
nized as one of the best informed men in the 
State on political questions. He was an able 


newspaper man. A fair-minded and diligent 
student of public affairs, his comments upon 
intimate insight 


His 


public questions revealed an 
and were forcefully and logically phrased. 
were clean cut and 
him recognition. The 


series of articles known as Review of the Week 


editorials decisive and 


brought widespread 
and printed in the Sunday edition of his paper 


was an intelligent, unbiased and _ instructive 
summary of political and world events. He 
had a wide acquaintance with prominent men 
and women in all walks of life, and presidents, 
governors, political and 


others were glad to call him friend. 


leaders, churchmen 

William Pimm Baker was born in Skaneat- 
eles on January 3, 1870, of sturdy English stock. 
An orphan at an early age, he was brought 
up by his grandmother. He was graduated 
from the Skaneateles High School when he 
was 16 old and then 
Cornell University, where he was graduated in 
1891 with high honors. 

His whole life 
work, which he began in 1885 by working in 
the plant of the Skaneateles Democrat. Fol- 
lowing his graduation from Cornell University 
he entered newspaper work in Syracuse, where 


years matriculated at 


was devoted to newspaper 


he was successively employed by the Evening 
News, the Courier, the Standard and the Herald. 
On the latter paper he was city editor until 
1908, when he became secretary of the Syra- 
cuse chamber of 1909 he 
named editor of the Post-Standard, a position 
which he held until his death. 


commerce. In was 


The Legislature of the State of New York 
elected him a member of the Board of Regents 
on February 9, 1921. In the affairs of the 
Board of Regents and in all matters relating 
to the educational system of the State, Regent 
Baker took a keen 
the committee on secondary education and as 


interest. As chairman of 


a member of the committee on elementary edu- 
cation he gave much attention to these important 
fields. He was also a member of the committee 
on state science and State Museum. 

In the same year that he was made a Regent, 
Syracuse University conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of doctor of letters, Chancellor 
James R. Day saying in conferring the degree, 
“William P. Baker, Regent of The University 
of the State of New York, an editor of national 
prominence, a Christian gentleman.” 

Doctor Baker was one of the most prominent 
laymen in the State in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. many member 
of the standing committee of the central New 
York diocese and in 1928 was the representa- 
tive of the diocese at the general convention 
of the church in Washington, D. C. 

His wide interests also included the promo- 
good literature and the 
with boys. It 


For years he was a 


tion of reading of 


sponsoring of work was his 
practice after reading a good book to start it 
on its way with the request that each reader 
Thus the books 


founded 


pass it on to another person. 
in this “shelfless library” which he 
had no permanent owners but were read by a 
great many persons. He was also one of the 
founders of the Friends of Reading in Syracuse. 

Knowing and loving boys he gave generously 
of his time to work with the Syracuse Boys’ 
Club, which was a very dear project to him. 
The club house in Syracuse is largely a monu- 
to him, for he those 
responsible for its 


ment was one of most 


erection. He was _ vice 
president of the club’s directors. 

Regent Baker was a loyal son of his alma 
mater and was proud to have been president 
of the Cornell Club of Syracuse. He 


a director of the New York State 


was also 
Historical 
Association. 

Regent Baker is survived by his wife, one 
son and three daughters. 

The funeral was held on January 10th in 
All Saints Episcopal Church in Syracuse and 
was attended by men and women prominent in 
all walks of life. The State Education Depart- 
ment was represented at the funeral by Chan- 
cellor Chester S. Lord, Roland B. 
Woodward and William Leland Thompson and 
by Commissioner of Frank P. 
Graves, Assistant Commissioners George M. 
Wiley and Lewis A. Wilson, Dr Charles C. 
Adams and Alfred W. Abrams. 


Regents 


Education 








BULLETIN TO 


Governor, Chancellor and 
Commissioner Laud Dr Baker 
Among the tributes paid to the late Regent 
Baker are the following written by Governor 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Chancellor Chester S. 
Lord and Commissioner of Education Frank P. 
Graves. 
The tribute by Governor Roosevelt follows: 


I am deeply distressed to hear of the passing 
of Doctor Baker. His death is a great loss 
to education through the entire State of New 
York and he will be particularly missed as a 
member of the State Board of Regents in which 
capacity he served the State for many years. 
His work on the Board was of inestimable 
value to the welfare and promotion of all edu- 
cational interests. 


Chancellor Lord’s tribute follows: 


Regent Baker found great enjoyment in his 
work on the Board of Regents. He was fascin- 
ated by it and he brought to it a mind well- 
qualified to engage in it. As chairman of the 
committee on secondary education he had oppor- 
tunity to bring to use that wealth of sturdy 
practical common sense that always was the 
admiration of his associates and that made him 
so useful to the Board in the many years of 
his membership. He was constant in attend- 
ance, was interested in every topic presented 
for consideration and he gave libe rally of valu 
able advice and suggestions. He was a favorite 
friend of all the members. His loss will long 
be lamented and his memory held in affectionate 
esteem. 


Commissioner Graves said this of the late 
Regent: 
The Board of Regents and the Education 


Department deeply mourn the passing of Doctor 
Baker. His wise and practical outlook made 
him a valued counselor in the Board of Regents 
and his friendly interest in the intimate details 
of departmental organization endeared him to 
our staff. He served the State of New York 
effectively and unobtrusively and gave of him 
self unselfishly and unsparingly. He was uni 
versally beloved. 


Regent Wallin’s Father 
Killed by Automobile 


John C. Wallin, father of Regent William J. 
Wallin of Yonkers, died on January 10th from 
injuries received when he was struck by an 
automobile truck while he was crossing a 
Yonkers 


viving are his wife and three sons. 


street. He was 78 years old. Sur- 


THE SCHOOLS 

Science Sequence Discussed 
by Science Teachers 
of high 
the 
meeting of the New York State Science Teach 
held 26th 


27th in Syracuse. 


The 


schools 


sequence science subjects in 


was the major consideration at 


ers Association on December and 
The association adopted a 
resolution approving the action taken by the 
State Board with to 


the science sequence, involving (1) 


reference 


the estab 


Examinations 


lishment of a tenth year course in general 
biology to follow ninth year general science 
and (2) the granting of two units of credit 


in science upon the completion of an advanced 
science such as general biology, physics, chem- 
istry, physical geography or advanced biology 
provided these courses have been preceded by 
general science in the ninth year. 

The 


requirement 


that the 
college entrance diploma 


also recommended 
the 
be changed to permit the presentation of three 


of ot 


association 


lor 


years of science instead three years 


language for the diploma. 
The following 


dent, K. M 


were elected: presi- 


Blodgett Vocational 


officers 


Humphrey, 


High School, syracuse vice president, A 5. 
Burdick, Utica Free Academy; secretary- 
treasurer, Lucy FE. Latham, Sherrill High 
School; members of council for 1930-32, 
Harlan P. Freeman, Niagara Falls High 
School; George W. Fowler, Central High 


School, Syracuse; W. Earle Sutherland, Albany 
High School. 
Addresses 
Warren W 
spoke “ Problems 
A. K. Getman, Chief of the Agricultural Edu- 
the 


“ Elementary 


were given by the following: 


Knox, supervisor of science, who 


on of Science Sequence 
Department, whose sub- 
School A. J. 


an 


cation Bureau of 


ject was Science ” 
King, Syracuse University, 
address on “ The Use of X 


Ellis L. Manning of the research labora- 
the 


who gave 
Rays in Chemis- 
try” 
Electric Company, who 
discussed Vacuum Tubes.” A symposium 
was led by K. M. Humphrey and Miss Hewitt, 
both of Blodgett High School, 
Syracuse, on “Supplementary Reading in 
John A. Baird of East High School, 


tory of General 


Vocational 


Science.” 


Rochester, discussed the subject, “ Failures in 
Our Sciences.” 
The association also adopted a_ resolution 


continuing the work of its teacher placement 


committec 








116 


THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK 








Crown Point Central Rural School 


Crown Point Central School Gives Satisfaction to All 


The Crown Point Central District was one 
of the early districts organized after the amend- 
ment of the central school act in 1925. Since 
the organization of the central district the new 
central school building has been erected. 

This district includes the small village of 
Crown Point in Essex county and an extensive 
outlying farm area. A visit to the district and 
interviews with the parents and pupils are the 
most convincing evidence of the satisfaction 
that this new school arrangement is giving to 
the people who live in the central district. 
Some of the reasons for this satisfaction are 
evident from the photographs in this number. 
The library, for instance, is well-organized and 
well-equipped. It not only serves the pupils 
by furnishing wholesome entertainment in their 
spare time but also furnishes aids and infor- 
mation in relation to regular class work. It 
is in reality a pupils’ work shop. Besides, 


parents also find in the library a means of 
worth while enjoyment. 

The course in agriculture affords an oppor- 
tunity for practical instruction in community 
activities. The class shown in the accompany- 
ing photograph is engaged in testing milk. By 
this particular 
trained not only in milk testing but in the 


instruction the farm boy is 
manipulation of apparatus, skill in the use of 
which aids in other of his school and out-of- 
school activities. In the same way the shop in 
the central school has great 
both the farm boy and the village boy. It is 
not the purpose to make each boy a carpenter 


possibilities for 


but a great deal can be done to gain his interest 
and to teach him the proper use of tools. 
Besides these special activities, there are the 
usual courses of instruction in better physical 
and intellectual surroundings than existed under 


(Concluded on page 118) 
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The Crown Point Central School Has a Well-cquipped and Well-organized Library 
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Assembly Programs Are Possible under Ideal Conditions in the Crown Point School 


Crown Point Central School 
(Concluded from page 116) 


old conditions. The opportunities in music, the 
4-H club work and other school activities that 
are possible in the assembly or gymnasium are 
important projects in child and _ adolescent 
development. 

Without doubt this new central school in this 
central district Crown Point com- 


munity a more attfactive community in which 


makes the 


to live. 

The principal of the school is William EF. 
Maier. The district superintendent is C. J. 
Mousaw. 


Unanimous Approval Given 
to New School in Patchogue 


The school district of the village superin- 
tendency of Patchogue voted on December 26th 
approval for a new elementary school to cost 
$220,000. The was unanimous in 
of the proposition. A ten-acre plot was pur- 
chased for this building last spring 


vote lavor 


The Patchogue High School building was 
erected and entered for use in 1924. The cost 
of this building was $500,000. The River 


Avenue, Grade School was used for the first 


time in 1926. It was erected for $200,000. 


Tonawanda Indian Reservation 
Organizes Boy Scout Troop 


Tonawanda Indian Reservation holds the dis- 
tinction of organizing the first Boy Scout troop 
among reservation Indian boys, according to 
the Special Schools Bureau of the Department 
The by a 


service 


which has been sponsored 


Bat.. via, 


troop, 
club of consists of ten 
members. 

A teacher at Tonawanda, himself an Indian 
and a graduate of Carlisle, in speaking of the 
organization of this troop, said: 

The traditional virtues of the red man are 
no longer taught to the Indian youth of today. 
Because of the fast pace set by modern en- 
vironment the Indian parent no longer finds 
the time to teach his son the mysteries of wood- 
craft. Indian philosophy is almost a mystery 
to the Indian youth of today. The Indian is 
losing his virtues with astonishing rapidity. 
A few of us who realize this situation have 
banded together to revive the ancient creed of 
the Indian which is likewise the creed of the 
Boy Scouts of America. 


—— 


Roy L. Butterfield, principal of Charlotte 
High School, Rochester, has been named prin- 
cipal of the Benjamin Franklin Junior-Senior 
High Rochester, being con- 
structed. 


School in now 
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Research Association 
Organized by Schoolmen 


As a result of the meeting of school officials 
interested in research on December 26th in 
Syracuse in connection with the meeting of the 
Associated Academic Principals, a research 
association was organized with the following 
officers: president, Dr Warren W. Coxe, 
Director of the Educational Research Division 
of the State Education Department; vice presi- 
dent, Harry P. Smith, research, 
Syracuse public schools, and professor of edu- 


secretary- 


director of 
Syracuse University; 
treasurer, Arthur L. 
research, Schenectady public schools; directors, 
Dr J. E. Butterworth, professor of education, 
Cornell University, and Dr Worth McClure, 
professor of education, State Teachers College, 
Buffalo. 

Suggested activities of the new organization 


cation in 


Maxon, director of 


include the following: 

That the association become a clearing house 
for school problems, collecting statements of 
such problems and attempting to interest 
research workers in their solution 

That a committee might be appointed to con- 
sider some definition of the term “ research in 
education” as an aid to administrators and 
furthering research work 

That a meeting of 
at the time of the University Convocation 


the association be held 

That the association engage in some pieces 
of research work 

The research meeting in- 
cluded the following addresses: “ What a City 
Superintendent Expects of a Research Bureau,” 
by G. Carl Alverson, superintendent of schools, 
Syracuse; “An Experiment in Curriculum 
Construction,” by Dr Philip A. Cowen, 
research associate, State Education Depart- 
ment; “Character Inquiry in Walden,” by 
E. R. Van Kleeck, superintendent of schools, 
Walden; “ The Schenectady Testing Program,” 
by Arthur L. Maxon, director of research, 
Schenectady; “ The Analysis of the Duties of 
Elementary School Clerks,” by Dr Worth 
McClure, State Teachers College, Buffalo; 
“One Way in which a Child May Learn To 
Be Afraid,” by Thomas L. Bayne jr, Cornell 
University. Harry P. Smith was chairman of 
the meeting. 


program of the 


—— 
The corner stone of the 

Chatsworth Avenue School in 

was laid on December 28th. 


addition to the 
Mamaroneck 
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Department of Superintendence 
Will Meet in Atlantic City 


The theme for the 60th annual meeting of 
the Department of Superintendence of the 
National Education Association will be “ Edu- 
cation in the Spirit of Life.’ The meeting 
will be held on February 22d—27th in Atlantic 
City, N. J. Each 
is to have a theme 


session of the convention 


which is based upon this 


central subject. 
The tentative general program follows: 


Saturday, February 22d, 1.30 p. m., General 


session, formal opening of the exhibits 
Sunday, February 23d, 4 p. m., General ses- 
sion, vesper service; theme, Life is idealistic: 


education must aim high; 8 p. m.,, 


New 


General 


session, recital of Jersey All-State 


Orchestra 
Monday, February 24th, 9 a. m., General ses- 
sion; theme, Life is friendly: education must 
develop a social spirit; 2.30 p. m., Adminis- 
trative groups, arranged according to size of 
session, theme, Life 


city; 8 p. m., General 


is dynamic: education must move forward 


aggressively 
Tuesday, February 25th, 9 a. m., General ses- 
Life is 
2.30 


General 


sion and business meeting; theme, 


practical: education must be efficient; 


p. m., discussion groups; 8 p. m., 


session, pageant; theme, Life is recreative: 


education must train for leisure 
Wednesday, February 

session; theme, Life is progressive: 
itself to 


26th, 9 a. m., General 
educa- 
2.30 


arranged ac- 


tion must adjust new needs; 


p. m., Administrative groups, 
cording to size of city, to consider problems 


of supervision; 6 p. m., College dinners 


Thursday, February 27th, 9 a. m., General 
session, theme, Life is cooperative: educa- 
tion must itself cooperate; 2 p. m., Final 
general session, grand concert of National 


High School Orchestra 


oO 


Vocational School Principal 
in Syracuse Is Dead 
Henry H. Denham, principal of the Blodgett 
Vocational High School in Syracuse, died on 
December 18th after a brief illness. He had 
been connected with the Syracuse schools for 
20 years and prior to that time had taught in 
suffalo. 
development of vocational education and of the 


He was largely responsible for the 


guidance program in the Syracuse schools. 
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Dr P. A. Cowen Named 
Supervisor in Department 

Dr Philip A. Cowen has been appointed 
supervisor in the Educational Research Division 
of the Department to succeed Mrs Eleanore 
Ross Matthews, who resigned last spring. 
Doctor Cowen comes to the Department from 
New York University, where he received his 
doctor's degree last June. Previous to that he 
had been science teacher in the Cambridge 
(Ohio) High School, instructor of education 
at Dartmouth College, summer school instruc- 
tor at Illinois State Normal University and 
instructor in the extension division of New 
York University. 

He plans to assist in research studies as well 
as supervise special class activities. The sub- 
ject which has taken considerable attention thus 
far is the completion of the special class 
curriculum which was started under the direc- 
tion of Mrs Matthews two years ago. 


—_——O——_——. 


B. H. Belknap Named 
Rural Education Assistant 
Burton H. Belknap has been appointed 
assistant in the Rural Education Bureau of 
the State Education Department. He will deal 
with general administration and supervisory 
problems, particularly those of central districts. 
Because of the rapid increase in the number 
of such districts the requests for assistance by 
boards of education, superintendents and prin- 
cipals is steadily growing. 
Mr Belknap is well qualified by training and 
experience for this type of service. Born on 
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a farm in Michigan, he obtained his early 
schooling in rural schools and in the city 
schools of St Clair, Mich. He began teaching 
in the rural schools of Michigan at the age 
of 19 years. His experience also includes 
principalship of village and city schools and 
superintendent of consolidated schools in Mich- 
igan during a period of 20 years. He also 
taught one semester in the department of rural 
economics at Cornell University. He is a 
graduate of the Ferris Institute of Big Rapids, 
Mich., of the Michigan State Normal School, 
of the Hamilton College of Law, Chicago, 
from which he received the LL.B. degree, of 
Michigan State College, from which he received 
the degree of B.S.A., and of Cornell Univer- 
sity, where he received the degree of M.A. in 
1928. He is now preparing his thesis for the 
degree of doctor of philosophy at Cornell 
University, where he majored in rural school 
administration. 


oO 


Walter S. Biscoe Retires 
after 40 Years in Library 

Walter S. Biscoe retired on December 31st as 
senior librarian in the New York State Library, 
with which he had been connected since April 1, 
1889. He is in his 77th year. 

Mr Biscoe came to the State Library from 
the Library of Columbia University. Prior to 
that time he had been connected with the libra- 
ries at Amherst College and at Taunton, Mass. 
He is a graduate of Amherst College. His 
long experience and thorough knowledge of 
library work have made him an_ invaluable 
member of the staff. He was a member of 
the committee of the American Library Associ- 
ation that set up standard catalog rules for 
libraries. To mark the last day of his service 
in the State Library, the alumni association of 
the New York State Library School presented 
him with a beautiful volume in which were 
bound letters and tributes from more than 100 
of his professional associates. Mr Biscoe was 
formerly on the faculty of the New York State 
Library School. 

a 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 
Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A., 
Atlantic City, N. J., February 22-27, 1930 
Teachers’ conferences: third district of Wayne 
county, Palmyra, January 27th; seventh 
district of St Lawrence county, Massena, 

April 4th 
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Rural School Assistant 





Burton H. Belknap 


Clothing Construction Most 
Popular in Home Economics 


Making clothing has the greatest appeal of 
all courses offered in home economics and pre- 
paring food ranks second with girl pupils of 
this generation, according to a questionnaire 
sent out students of 
Columbia 500 high 
school principals in cities of the United States 


by Teachers College 


University to more than 


of more than 20,000 population. 

The question dealing with 
courses elicited 410 replies, of which number 
138, or a_ third, 
and 73, or 17.8 per cent, food preparation. Next 
which was 


popularity of 


chose clothing construction, 


in order came clothing selection, 
first choice of 68 schools, food selection of 32, 
and house The 
home management and the general course tied 
with 27, followed by child care with ten sup- 


furnishing of 28. course in 


family relations, the choice of 


Three schools chose budgeting 


porters and 

seven schools. 
as a popular course and one school each voted 
for homemaking, home economics, hygiene, 
euthenics, millinery, social forms, textiles, and 


nursing. 


School of the Air 
To Start February 4th 


The American School of the Air, a series 
of national educational broadcasting programs 
over the Columbia system's network, will be 
inaugurated February 4th. The experiment has 
the cooperation of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, Dr Ray Lyman Wilbur, who is serving 
as honorary chairman of the advisory commit 
tee; and Dr William John United 
States Commissioner of Education. 

The American School of the Air will broad- 
cast every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon at 
2.30 o'clock Eastern Standard time. The 
broadcasts will continue for one-half hour and 


Cx oper, 


are especially adapted to the junior high school 
grades. 

Dr William C. Bagley, professor of educa- 
tion, Teachers College, Columbia University, 
will serve as the dean of the American School 
of the Air. A number of prominent educators 
are on the faculty. 

A brochure outlining the course of study and 
suggestions for child participation and project 
work to be carried on simultaneously with the 
broadcasting may be obtained by schools with- 
out charge. Requests should be made to the 
American School of the Air, Box 100, 
Chicago, IIl. 

In general, the Tuesday afternoon broadcasts 
will cover the dramatization of great episodes 
in American history. The Thursday programs 
will include American literature, nature study 
and health. 


o — 


Research Division Compiles 
List of Educational Studies 
A bibliography of research studies in educa- 
tion by men and women engaged in education 
in this State has been compiled by the Educa- 
tional Research Division of the Department. It 
includes studies completed since September 
1928 by public school people and by 
of education in colleges and universities. 
such 


schools 


One hundred studies are 


listed and classified and it is believed that the 


twenty-seven 


actual number completed since September 1928 
is much greater. The largest group of studies 
relate to individual differences, nearly 15 per 
cent being in this classification. The six classi- 
fications of differences, curriculum, 
historical, testing, administration, and methods 


individual 


of teaching constitute about 60 per cent of the 
titles of the studies. 
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The Visiting Teacher in Rochester 


The visiting teacher department in Rochester 
is one of the oldest and largest such depart- 
ments in the country. The first visiting teacher 
in the Rochester system was appointed in Sep- 
tember 1913. The staff now numbers 23 with 
Emma G. Case as director and Shirley Leonard 
as assistant director. 

The theory of the work is described by Miss 
Leonard as follows: 

Visiting teacher work is based upon the 
theory that education is not merely acquiring 
information, but expanding and integrating the 
possibilities and resources of each individual 
so that life will mean greater personal satis- 
faction and wider service. It assumes that 
education is a continuous process, not confined 
entirely to the schoolroom, but involving the 
home and the community as well. 

It follows the modern trend of social and 
educational work which is leading more deeply 
into a study of personality and adaptation to 
life. Why a school failure, a broken home, 
a behavior difficulty? Often it is not so much 
the force of circumstances as the inadequacy 
of a warped personality to meet them. And 
why the warped personality? Because in many 
cases, of the lack of understanding and wrong 
training of the individual during childhood. 
With this generalization and with all sorts of 
concrete examples of adult failures ever in 
view, we turn more ene rgetically and hopefully 
to work with children in the formative period. 

Hence the visiting teacher in the school — 
a trained social case worker attached to the 
faculty as a child welfare worker. She is inter- 
ested in progressive education and the adjust- 
ment of individual children to the school and 
primarily concerned with socially unacceptable 
behavior as a symptom of a condition which 
must be studied and understood before it can 
be effectively treated. 

The visiting teacher acts as an educational 
force with parents and is a connecting link 
between the school and the home and in coop- 
eration with the social agencies between the 
home and the community. Personality difficul- 
ties and undesirable tendencies in children, 
neglect and wrong treatment in the home, bad 
habits and undesirable behavior noted by 
socially minded principals and teachers are 
reported to her for study—every one a dif- 
ferent proposition to be handled according to 
the needs of the personality involved. 

The visiting teacher’s task is to try to know 
the whole child and to enlist the help of school, 
home and neighborhood resources for his best 
development. Specialists in psychology, psychi- 
atry and medicine help her to study and evalu- 
ate him and to develop and integrate the social, 
intellectual, physical and emotional factors in 
his life. The visiting teacher knows the 
resources of the school with all its specialized 


services, utilizing them and preventing over- 


lapping. Her social case work background 
gives her training and skill in correlating the 
various lines of work on one case. 

The visiting teacher cooperates with the 
principal, the teacher, the psychological exam- 
iner, the attendance officer, the 
the health counselor the advisers and other 
sonal workers in developing an effective school 


school nurse, 


per- 


plan for unadjusted children. 
Frequently when a child is referred to a prin- 
cipal for some particular difficulty, he calls on 


the visiting teacher to get from her more 


information that will enable him to understand 


the entire problem. Hence, there are many 


consultations between principal and _ visiting 
teacher as to the relationship to the home or 
neighborhood situations to school problems 
The visiting teacher is present during some of 
the principal's interviews with the parents and 
goes to the home as his representative to inter- 
pret the school and to work out a cooperative 
plan between home and school. 

Besides relieving the teacher from following 
up matters for which her group work allows 
no time, the visiting teacher also helps the 
teacher to individualize the child by interpreting 
home and neighborhood factors in his problem. 
The teacher furnishes most minute detail and 
observations as to a child’s classroom 
behavior. Together they work out methods of 
treatment in the and the kind of re- 
education program to be carried by the visiting 
teacher to the mother in the 

With the psychological examiner the visiting 
teacher works in close touch, giving her a social 
summary for children to be tested, conferring 
with her on all cases which have already been 
tested, following the examiner's recommenda- 
tion for placement and scholastic adjustment 
and repeatedly referring children for retests 
or further recommendation. 

The visiting teacher reports to the attend- 


ance officer cases where the parent is responsible 


valuable 
school 


home. 


for nonattendance and frequently confers with 
the department on attendance problems. 

and the visiting teacher 
If the visiting 


The school nurse 
join hands on many problems. 
teacher suspects a physical cause in a behavior 
problem she refers the case to the nurse, who 
continues the study of physi:al factors. If 
the nurse recognizes a parental attitude that 
must be changed in order to bring about phys- 
the situation to the 


ical treatment she refers 
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visiting teacher for parental training. To- 
gether they confer for a more thorough under- 
standing of the immediate problem. There is 
also close cooperation with the health counselor. 

The visiting teachers in elementary schools 
often ask the personnel workers in 
junior and senior high schools to follow up 


various 


and give special treatment to certain children 
whom they may have known over a period of 
years in the grades. Often they explain their 
attempts to improve personality and habit pat- 
that the personnel may 
continue along the same line. 


workers 
Frequently there 


terns so 


are conferences between the visiting teacher 
and the personnel worker on family situations 
affecting the children in both schools. 

The visiting teacher also works with agencies 
outside the school, interpreting schools and 
social agencies to each other in order to bring 
the right influences to bear on the school child's 
home and community relationships. The visit- 
ing teacher department is the connecting link 


between schools and organized social work. 


The new central high school in Valley Stream 
was December 17th. The prin- 
cipal speaker was Clinton A. Reed, state super- 


dedicated on 


visor of commercial education. 


$215,000 for a 


school for the central school district of Frank- 


An appropriation of new 
lin was approved by a vote of 110 to 46 on 
January 4th. The building will be a two-story 
brick structure accommodating 300 pupils. A 
gymnasium and home economics and agricul- 
tural departments will be provided in addition 
to classrooms and laboratories. 


SO 


The school at Kinderhook, named the 
Martin Van Buren High School, was formally 
opened on January 6th. Speakers were Dr 
Milton J. Nelson of the State College for 
Teachers at Albany, and Robert M. Mac- 
Naught, superintendent of schools of the second 
supervisory district of Greene county. 


new 


Matthew D. Quinn, principal of Public 
School 5, Long Island City, for 32 years, died 
suddenly on December 23d. 
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George A. Barber Elected 
Genesee County Superintendent 


George A. Barber, principal of the South 
Byron High School, was elected superintendent 
of schools of the first supervisory district of 
Genesee county, by directors of the district on 
December 28th. He fills the 
by the death of Superintendent 


Barber of Batavia. 


vacancy caused 


Henry I 





George A. Barber 


The new superintendent has been principal at 
South Byron for 12% He is a graduate 
of the Elba High School, the Geneseo State 
Normal School and the University of Roches- 
ter. Before going to South. Byron he taught 
in Gainesville, Corfu and East Oakfield. His 


years. 


office address is Geneseo County Building, 
Batavia. 

scien 
A new school costing $355,000 will be 


erected at West Hempstead as the result of 
action taken at a special meeting on Decem- 


ber 19th. 
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Current Books on Education 


Compiled by Martha L. Phelps of the State 
Library 


Brooks, F. D. The psychology of adoles- 
cence. Boston. Houghton. 1929. $3 
The adolescent period of youth is the theme of 
this study as distinguished from the many studies 
covering the much-discussed theme of the very young 
child, The adolescent field is important, as every 
thing that takes place at adolescence is largely de- 
termined by what has taken place in the training of 
the youth before that period. The book contains, in 
usable form, the results of many individual investi 
gations of the problems of physicz al growth, and the 
mental, moral, social and religious development of 
young people during adolescent and preadolescent 
years. The material presented has been selected and 
adapted from the author’s wide experience in ex- 
perimental work as being the most serviceable of 
that which has been actually used in his classroom. 


Galvin, E. H. & Walker, W. E. 
in junior and senior high schools. 
and 


Assemblies 
N. Y. 
Professional Technical Press. 1929. 
$3.25 

A very complete compilation of assembly plans now 
in use in the Denver junior and senior high schools, 
based upon the principle that school assemblies 
should definitely grow out of the life of the school 
and in turn contribute in very definite ways to the 
attainment of the objectives of the school, t is 
an illuminating study and solution of one of the 
most perplexing and yet immeasurably valuable extra- 
curricular activities. Its unusual blending of sound 
theory and practicable suggestion will prove an in- 
spiration and guide to activity directors, home room 
sponsors and classroom teachers. Presents methods 
of developing programs that will arouse interest in 
the leading studies of the curriculum, 


Johnson, M. H. The dean in the high school. 
N. Y. Professional and Technical Press. 
1929. $3.25 

* Because of the manifest difference in inheritance 
and environment no two personalities are exactly 
alike. Just as they differ in outward appearance, so 
they differ in intelligence and in traits of character. 
Encouragement for one, sympathetic dissuasion for 
another, must be the means of promoting worthy 
ideals and of conserving youthful effort through the 
prevention of failure and discouragement. Widely 
varied courses and subjects of study thus become 
the tools of democracy; but its adjustment of these 
courses, with a utilization of all its resources to meet 
individual intellectual and social needs, constitutes 
the high school’s real obligation to the community that 
creates it.”’ 

How this aim is sought in Washington Irving High 
School, New York City, how an opportunity is made 
to understand each individual, to lead each toward 
a successful and happy participation in the affairs ot 
life, is suggested by Miss Johnson. The book not 
only makes available the results of many years of 
practical experience, but it also gives workable plans 
and suggestions which may be adapted to all types of 
secondary schools. 


Klapper, Paul. 
principles and practices. 
1929. $2.40 


A comprehensive view 


Contemporary education: its 
N. Y. Appleton. 


of contemporary education. 


The purpose of the book as stated by the author is 
“to coordinate the principles of psychological and 
social studies and to indicate their significance for 


It is apparent that the scope of 
the book is exceedingly broad. It includes materials 
from sociology, psychology, biology, mental hygiene 
and educational method, The author’s point of view 


education today. 


with respect to the purpose of education can be de- 


scribed best in his own words: ‘“ That education, 
then, is best which gives the individual the freest 
possible development consistent with social welfare.’ 

Throughout the book this point of view is consistently 
maintained in evaluating and interpreting the ma 
terials at hand, 


McGregor, A. L. The junior high school 


teacher. Garden City. N. Y. Doubleday. 
1929. $2 

A presentation of the relationships of the teacher 
and the child in the junior high school years, At 


junior high school 
suggestions tor de 
both teacher 


analyze and describe 
experience and offers 
wholesome environment for 
and pupil, Chapters are devoted to the special set 
ting of the junior high school and its program 
studies. Assignments and special readings are given 
at the end of chapters. 


Mearns, Hughes. Creative 

Doubleday. 1929. $3.50 
In this companion volume to Creative Y« 

Mr Mearns describes in great detail the work whic “} 

he carried on in the Lincoln School which was re 

ported more briefly in the introduction of his first 

book, It is all related as a human adventure, in a 


tempts to 
life and 
veloping a 


power. Mm &: 


vivid, readable style, full of first-hand conversations 
and is entirely free from pedagogical language 
Many poems of children of all ages are included to 


illustrate the various points taken up. The second 
half of the book is made up of types of high school 
prose selected from Lincoln Lore, the school maga 
zine, during the years 1920-25, 


Mossman, L. C. 
the elementary school. 
ton. 1929. $1.90 

This handbook of procedures has been written to 
assist teachers in applying to their daily work the 
findings of educational philosophy and psychology. 
The treatment is both interpretive and practical. 
means of illustrations drawn from both school ex 
perience and out-of-school experience, the reader is 
aided in grasping the meaning of the principles laid 
down and in seeing their bearing upon such situa 
tions as are commonly to be met in public schools 
This book will be helpful to teachers who are stu 
dents of their work and wish to adjust their pro 
grams in the light of new theories. The reorgani- 
zation called for is relatively moderate and can be 
carried out under ordinary conditions. 


Thorn, A. G. Music for young 
N. Y. Scribner. 1929. $1.25 


rhe author, now in charge of the 
the Horace Mann Kindergarten at 


Teaching and learning in 
& 


Boston. Hough- 


children. 


music work in 
Te: iche rs Cc ] 


lege, Columbia University, has also had a wide ex 
perience in teaching music in the grades Out 
this experience, she has written a valuable discus 


sion of methods of developing the musical interests 
and abilities of young children. The range of the 
book is indicated by the chapter headings, singing, 
rhythmic activities, the use of musical instruments, 
concerts and musical excursions. Lists of suitable 

materials and bibliographical references follow each 


point discussed. This practical book, written in 
simple nontechnical language, ought to prove a help 
ful handbook to both teachers and parents, 


Wood, B. D. & Freeman, F. N. Motion pic- 
experiment to 
pictures as 
classroom 
1929. 


tures in the classroom; an 
value of motion 
aids in 
3oston. 


measure the 
regular 
Houghton. 


supplementary 
instruction. 
$1.80 


This volume presents the report of an experiment 
conducted in 12 cities by a .committee on visual edu- 
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cation appointed by the National Education Associa- 
tion in 1922. The committee was appointed annually, 
Dr Charles H. Judd being the chairman of the first 
committee, and Dr Thomas E, Finegan and Dr Frank 
Cody each serving as chairman later. The coopera- 
tion of the Eastman Kodak Company was also en- 
gaged in the undertaking. The investigation in- 
volved the testing of nearly 11,000 children in more 
{than 300 geography and general science classes 
; taught by nearly 200 teachers in grades 4 to 9, and 
i distributed in 12 cities scattered widely over the 
United States. The report is summarized and the 
findings are given, 


Woodring, M. N. & Schwendener, Norma. 


Enriched teaching of physical education 


in the high school. N. Y. Bureau of Pub- 
lications, Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity. 1929. $1.50 


supervisors and administrators wanting 


and needing carefully materials and 
references in the teaching and supervision of physical 
education will find in this book one of the best aids 
for the enrichment of the teaching of edu 
cation, * This little volume is a relief ship answer 
ing the S. O. S. of hundreds of busy physical educa 
tion teachers who have not had an opportunity t 
examine the materials in physical education and want 
the whole story in a nutshell.” <A carefully selected 
list is presented of publications and materials, both 
new and the “tried and proved,” classified so that 
reference material for the various activities can be 
quickly and easily found. 


Teachers, 
selected source 





Broadcast Third Series 
of Voters’ Service Programs 


voters’ service pro- 
grams presented by the National 
Women Voters and the National Broadcasting 


being 


The third series of the 
League of 
Company, is broadcast each Tuesday 
evening during the first five months of the year. 
The im- 


portant developments in national politics. 


programs will present discussion of 
The programs are adapted for group listen- 


ing under the direction of a capable leader. 
Especially attractive to young people are the 
four programs planned for March. These will 
be devoted to “adventures in citizenship,” talks 
tu be given by who have had excep- 
tionally interesting experiences with the work- 
ing < The Library 
Association is cooperating by 


lists on the subjects of cach weekly program. 


persons 


American 


f government. 
preparing book 


Sabbatical leaves of absence were granted in 
December to 947 teachers and supervisors in 
the New York City schools. The leaves are 
valid for one semester and the pay of the 
substitute is subtracted from the salary of the 


person on leave. 


SCHOOLS 


Home Economics Bureau 
To Hold Local Conferences 

Home economics conferences in 21 localities 
will be held in New York State during the 
next two months. They will be conducted by 
the members of the Home Economics Education 
Bureau of the Department. 

The conferences have been arranged to sup- 
plement visits, manifestly 
impossible for Bureau supervisors to visit each 
Such 


organization of 


school since it is 


year every school giving these courses. 


problems as home projects, 


homemaking departments on a_ budget basis, 


equipment and plans for presentation of lessons 
will be discussed informally. Each teacher has 


been invited to submit additional topics for 


discussion 
Conferences will be held at the places and 
on the dates listed below: 


Conference Center Date 


Troy January 18 
Oswego January 18 
Binghamton January 25 
ee ee ae lanuary 25 
SL Rerkenp eee ONS NSO oR NES CANCERS January 25 
Buffalo February 
SL. 600. a6snnens February 
Albany 


February 


1 

l 

February 8 

Hudson Falls 8 
8 


Syracuse February 

Ithaca February 15 
Cortland . February 15 
New York City March ] 
Peekskill ween March l 
Hornell wan March ] 
Middletown March 8 
Jame stown March 15 
Long Island March 22 
Kingston : March 22 
White Plains March 22 
Watertown ...... April 5 


Scholastic Press Association 
Will Meet in March 


The sixth annual convention of the Columbia 
Scholastic held at 
Columbia University, New York City, March 
13th—15th. 

All types of 
those of normal schools and teachers colleges, 


Press Association will be 


student publications, including 


will be entered in the contest for which prizes 
will be awarded. The contest will close Feb- 
ruary 1, 1930, by which time all competing 
publications must be in the office of the execu- 
tive secretary, 406 John Jay Hall, Columbia 


University. 
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Penmanship Teachers 
Will Meet in Detroit 


The National Penmanship 
Teachers and Supervisors will hold its next 
The theme 


Association of 


meeting April 9th-11th in Detroit. 
of the meeting will be “ Fitting Penmanship 
New John G. Kirk, 
commercial Philadel- 
Clara Emens, supervisor of 


Curriculum.” 
education in 


to the 
director of 
phia, is president. 
handwriting in Buffalo, is first vice president. 


Croton Board Pays Tribute 
to Retiring Teacher 


Appreciation for the long and devoted service 
Tompkins, who has retired after 
Croton-on-Hudson 
resolution 


of Carrie E. 
43 years of service in the 


schools, has been expressed in a 


adopted by the board of education. The reso- 


lution follows: 


It is with extreme reluctance and sincerest 
regret that the board of education accepts the 
resignation of Carrie E. Tompkins, who has 
rendered service as a teacher for 43 years in 
this school district. 

It is our unanimous voice and we believe it 
to be the opinion of everyone who has ever 
known Miss Tompkins that this community has 
gained much in lives enriched by her teaching, 
friendship and character, and that she is a 
woman whose influence is beyond measure and 
who will be thought of always with grateful 
affection. 

It is our desire to express our appreciation 
and that of the community which we represent, 
of the inspiring influence on her coworkers, 
the effective and efficient instruction of all 
pupils who have been privileged with member- 
ship in her classes, the loyalty and devotion 
to the best interests of the schools and the keen 
sense of humor which has made it possible 
for her to enjoy an enviable philosophy of life 
during her career as a teacher. 

It is our purpose to recognize the high regard 
in which Miss Tompkins is held in this com- 
munity by appointing her assistant principal 
emeritus of our schools, by designating her as 
an honorary guest at all public gatherings by 
whomsoever held on our school premises and 
by recommending the establishment of “ The 
Carrie E. Tompkins Educational Fund” for 
worthy students preparing for teaching in the 
elementary schools. 


It is our hope that Miss Tompkins’s future 


interests and activities may be as pleasurable 
as we believe her 
have been. 


association as a teacher to 
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New York Principals 
Honor Doctor Vlymen 


A testimonial meeting in honor of Dr William 
T. Vlymen, who will retire on February Ist as 
principal of Eastern District High School, 
Brooklyn, was held by the High School Prin- 
cipals Association of the City of New York on 
December 7th. Representatives of Princeton 
University and of the Princeton Club of New 
York joined with the high school principals 
in honoring a beloved schoolman whose long 
service as teacher in the Central Grammar 
School, as principal of Public School 5, Brook- 
lyn, as associate superintendent of schools, and 
for the past three principal of 
Eastern District High School, is drawing to 


decades as 


a close. 

Tributes were paid in addresses and in a 
poem written by Elias Lieberman, principal of 
Thomas Jefferson High School. The poem 


follows: 
THE BEST IS YET TO BE 
(A ffectionately dedicated to William T. 
Vlymen) 
We do not bow to Time’s compelling stroke 
Until the last bright dream grows wan and 
dies... 
We do not bend to Fate’s insistent yoke 
Before our souls grow dull and dim our eyes. 


For you who kept your spirit fresh there dwells 
A deathless beauty in the heart of truth; 
About you spring the magic citadels 
Which keep both Time and Fate from harm- 
ing youth. 


And so, dear guide, wise counselor, true friend, 
Life waits for you in her most genial moods ; 

Each dawn will call to joys without an end 
Each dusk rehearse the day’s beatitudes. 


For us is left a tender memory ; 
For you a faith: “the best is yet to be.” 


The pupils of the Pleasantville High School 
have started the publication of a school paper 
Lantern.” This is an 
will be 


known as “ The Green 


attractively printed periodical which 


issued each month. It contains many items of 


school news and writings of pupils. 
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$7,700,000 Appropriated in Past 
Year by Carnegie Corporation 


More than twenty million dollars, or nearly 
one-sixth of the entire income of the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York since its organization 
in 1911, has been devoted to old age security 
for professors, according to the annual report 
of President Frederick P. Keppel. 
year ended September 30, 1929, the corporation 
appropriated $7,700,000 for educational projects 
in the United States, British 
Australia and New Zealand. 


During the 


Canada, Africa, 


THE 


SCHOOLS 127 
Ardsley Schools Have 
Good Attendance Record 


Two hundred fifty-seven of the 429 pupils 
the Ardsley had 
with no absence or tardiness, 


enrolled in schools periect 


attendance, from 


the day school opened until the beginning of 
the Christmas vacation. The average attend- 
ance was 98.4 per cent. Less than one-tenth 
per cent were illegally absent. Grades 7 and 8 
and the freshman A class had 100 per cent 


attendance for December. No pupils were re- 


ported tardy during December. 


Notes from the Field 


The name of Richards Hall at the New York 
State College for Teachers has been changed 
to Richardson Hall, the Dr 
Leonard Woods Richardson, professor emeritus 


in honor of late 


of Greek and Latin at the college. 


The new high school building at Malone will 


have a radio receiving set with speakers in 
each room. Pupils of the Franklin Academy 
have voted to set aside approximately $1000 
from the fund accrued from school athletics 


and dramatics for the purpose of wiring the 


school. <A later appropriation 
by the pupils to meet the expenses of installing 


will be made 


the radio equipment. 


The pupils of the Sea Cliff High School 


publish a school paper known as “ Ink Spots.” 


This is a carefully written publication con- 


taining many interesting items. 


The Dunkirk board of education has adopted 


a new salary schedule for school teachers 
which gives an annual increase of $100 to cach 


teacher. 


The proposition to issue bonds of $240,000 
for the erection of a new grade school in Scotia 
was carried at a special meeting on Decem 


4th. 


ber 


More than $42,000,000 is being spent in school 
construction in New York City, and the ex- 
almost as sum is in 


penditure of great a 


prospect for the near future, according to Dr 


George J. Ryan, president of the board of edu- 
cation Forty-seven new schools with 88,000 
seats, besides three athletic fields and seven 
playgrounds, are now being erected. The 


awarding of contracts for six other schools will 
raise the total to nearly $50,000,000. 
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